General Considerations for Public Access Policy Issues 
Access Standards
Public access standards vary greatly across the coastal US.  In the development of standards, the following questions were routinely identified and discussed before the development of access standards.

1. Who are we providing access for—residents, commercial applications, and transients?

2. Should different types of access be provided for different users groups?

3. Should the user groups intermingle at all access sites?
4. What are the types of access that should be provided?
a. Geographical Based

i. Regional usage site

ii. Local usage sites

iii. Community usage sites

b. Use Based

i. Boating with trailer

ii. Paddling—car top/limited parking

iii. Paddling—car top/no parking

iv. Walking and birding/limited parking

v. Walking and birding/no parking

c. Natural Feature Based

i. All tide facilities
ii. Part tide facilities

iii. Foot access

iv. No tide

d. Density and Infrastructure Based

i. Access site every “X” miles of road

ii. Access site every “X” miles of shoreline

iii. Access site based on diversity of opportunities

Action Needed
A consensus needs to be developed to determine the appropriate access standards for use in the development of a Comprehensive Access Plan.

Access Standards Across Coastal US
Demand criteria for providing public access can be based on many factors.  The following list standards used to assist other coastal communities with policy development.

1. One access site for every 16 miles of shoreline

2. One access site for every 1.3 miles of coast line

3. All tide areas, designated for trailerable and hand carried boats

4. Part tide area designated for use dependant on tide range

5. Foot access for fishing, clamming, nature study

6. View shed usage for peace of mind

7. Access sites based on relation to population centers

8. Access sites based on the relations to existing sites

9. Local access site, portals 10 ft. in width serving foot traffic at the walking level

10. Neighborhood access sites with 5-25 parking sites access site 40-50 feet wide

