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Mission 
The Authority recognizes that 

shorelines are high priority natural 

areas and that it is critical to set 

aside access sites for all types of 

recreational activities important to 

our economy and to the citizens of 

the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
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prove public access aware-
ness. At present, this tem-
plate is successfully being 
utilized by Maine Sea Grant, 
whom is considered the na-
tional leader in public access 
issues. Specifically through 
the website Maine conveys 
the rights and responsibility 
of accessing the coast of 
Maine, while providing case 
studies and definitions of 
public access terminologies. 

In summer 2009 the PAA 
and VSG were rewarded   

 

As a regional leader in public 
access issues, the Middle 
Peninsula Chesapeake Bay 
Public Access Authority 
(MPCBPAA or PAA) under-
stands the importance of pub-
lic outreach and education as 
it relates to water access. 
Thus in April 2009, the PAA 
collaborated with Virginia Sea 
Grant (VSG) to apply for a 
grant through the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Association Nation Sea Grant 
Program. The grant offered a 
web based template to im-

PAA sets new policy 

for Public Hunting 

  

Management Plan Adopted for Haworth Tract 
In February 2009 the Thurston-Haworth Recreation Area  
management plan was adopted by the MPCBPAA. Located in 
King and Queen County, this 167.19 acre tract of land was 
acquired in 2007 through a federal grant from the Coastal and 
Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP) distributed by 
the Virginia Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program. The 
plan strikes a balance between protecting natural resources 
and meeting the recreational needs of the region.  

To respond to hunting viola-
tions that occurred on the 
Browne Tract in October 
2008, the MPCBPAA  devel-
oped and adopted a new 
Game Law Violation Policy. 
This policy reflects the 
Boards low tolerance for all 
hunting violations on PAA 
land.  
To help stewardship and on-
going maintenance, the PAA 
voted to implement an an-
nual $25.00 fee for all PAA 
registered hunters prior to 
the start of the desired hunt-
ing season.  To date, 80 
hunters have registered. 
Both actions by the Board  
impacts the management of 
PAA land, but will ultimately 
assist the PAA in maintaining 
the highest quality hunting 
experience for all registered 
hunters.  
 

$6,000 to use the Maine’s 
web-based tool as a template 
for the Middle Peninsula and 
Virginia. Although much of 
the information on the tem-
plate is transferrable, VSG is 
working to populate the web-
site with information specific 
to assessing waters of the 
Commonwealth. By adapting 
the web based tool, the PAA 
can continue to strengthen 
education outreach and pri-
vate public access assis-
tance to residents and busi-
nesses in the Common-
wealth. 

At the Water’s Edge 

Collaboration fosters Development of a Virginia, Middle Peninsula 

focused, Public Access Website 

2009 in Review 



Public Access Authority Project Revenues FY 2004-2009 

Project Federal/State Regional  Local  Private 

Browne Tract $392,000 $0 $0 $0 

Browne Mgmt. Plan 8,000 ^569 0 0 

BFI 0 0 0 37,500 

Ches. Bay License 900 0 0 0 

CELCP 989,477 0 0 *989,477 

Shenk Acquisition 0 0 0 260,400 

CZM Program Grants **74,320 0 0 0 

PAA Insurance 0 3,073 0 0 

Road Ending Study 60,495 ^122 0 0 

Transportation Study 10,000 10,000 0 0 

New Pt. Lighthouse 10,000 ^233 0 0 

Coastal Experience 35,000 ^77 0 0 

MPDSB SAG 5,000 0 0 0 

FY07 Gen. Assembly 20,000 0 0 0 

FY08 Gen. Assembly 75,000 0 0 0 

VA Public Access Website*** 6,000 0 0 0 

Hunting Registration 0 0 0 2,000 

TOTAL $1,686,192 $14,064 $0 $1,289,377 

Looking forward: 

Shallow Water Dredging 

Master Plan 
In April 2009, Representa-
tive Robert Wittman met 
with the MPCBPAA and 
coastal localities to discuss 
funding for shallow water 
dredging projects. As funds 
for dredging projects be-
come scarce Rep. Wittman 
suggested to explore the 
development of a Shallow 
Water Dredging Master 
Plan for Tidewater Virginia. 
This plan may suggest a 
regionally administered 
dredging program that 
would not only  prioritize 
and address regional 
dredging issues in a timely 
manner, but it could reduce 
local dependence on the 
Federal funding. 
PAA is under contact with 
VDEQ Coastal Program to 
start this study. 

Ongoing: 

Public Access Master  

Planning 
The MPBCPAA is working 
with Mathews Maritime 
Foundation, Mathews Mari-
time Heritage Trail, and 
Mathews County to host a 
series of meetings to better 
understand public access 
needs and waterfront con-
flicts specific to Mathews 
County. The information 
gathered at these meetings 
will serve a variety of pur-
poses: (1) inform the County 
about public assess issues 
and concerns, (2) under-
stand the assess needs and 
(3) to supplement the Re-
gional Pubic Access Master 
Plan. This process will also 
act as a template for other 
Master Planning endeavors 
within other localities. For 
meeting times and locations 
please contact the PAA. 

Accomplished:  

Trails are Blazed on Clay  
The MPBCPAA partnered 
with Erik Hennigar on a Ea-
gle Scout Project to blaze 
and demarcate a hiking trail 
within the Clay Tract. This 
trail will provide an opportu-
nity for the general public to 
experience the Dragon Run 
watershed first-hand and 
gain an understanding of the 
surrounding ecosystem and 
its relation to the Chesa-
peake Bay.  

                                         TOTAL FUNDS RECEIVED: 
$2,989,633    

^   Overmatched project funds 
*   TNC match for CELCP acquisitions 
**  Sum of all small installment grants from the CZM Program 
***Joint project with Virginia Sea Grant 


